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Lyse (ex-Rudnny). IMO 7397505. General cargo. 117 m in length,  3,467t. 
Georgian flag. Classification society  International Register of Shipping. Built 
in 1974 in Rostock (Germany ex-GDR) by Neptun VEB. Owned by ISM Group 
Ltd (Syria). Detained in 2001 in Chubu (Japan), in 2007 in Nikolayev (Ukraine) 
and Novorossiysk (Russia) and in 2008 in Cartagena (Spain). Sold for demolition in India.  
 
Mahi S (ex-Majd S, ex-Sali S, ex-Lion, ex-Manda Spirit, ex-Olympic Sun, ex-Olympic 
Glory, ex-Akra Nira, ex-King Lear, ex-Pamir I, ex- Haslach Bewa, ex-Haslach). IMO 
6511013. General cargo. 73 m in length. Comorian flag. Unknown classification society. 
Built in 1965 in Bremen (Germany) by Atlas Werke. Sold as is in Nafplion pour 
démolition in Turquie. 125 $ US per ton 
 
Mahinabank (ex-Speybank, ex-Okha). IMO 8013077. General cargo.  173 
m in length,  11,532 t. Antigua and Barbuda flag. Classification society 
Lloyd's Register of Shipping. Built in 1983 in Vuosaari (Finland) by Valmet. 
Owned by Weir Shipping Ltd (United Kingdom). Detained in 2005 in Auckland (New Zealand). Sold for 
demolition in Bangladesh.  
 
Marlin (ex-Saga Marlin, ex-Hoegh Marlin, ex-Star Marlin, ex-Hoegh Marlin). IMO 
7516565. General cargo.  200 m in length,  13,324 t. Bahamian flag. Classification 
society Det Norske Veritas. Built in 1977 in Sakaide (Japan) by Kawasaki. Owned by 
SMT Shipmanagement & Trans (Poland). Detained in 2003 in Wilmington (United 
States) and in Iquique (Chile). Sold for demolition in Bangladesh.  
 
Masan (ex-Holding Branch, ex-Halam Tabah, ex-Orient Wind, ex-Al Raziq). IMO 
7616688. General cargo. 143 m in length,  4,680 t. Cambodian flag. Classification 
society Global Marine Bureau. Built in 1977 in Tokyo (Japan) by Ishikawajima-Harima. 
Owned by Erico Shipping Co Ltd (Russia). Detained in 2000 in Bangkok (Thailand), in 
2005 in Shangai (China), in 2006 in Kunsan (South Korea) and in Guangzhou (China), in 2007 in 
Taicang (China) and Vanino (Russia) and in 2008 in Bangkok (Thailand). Sold for demolition in China. 
265 $ US per ton.  
 
Mashth Azzar (ex-Wadeiaa, ex-Birstonas, ex-Borislav, ex-Jane Austen, ex-
Roselina, ex-Joselin). IMO 6905458. General cargo. 114 m in length,  2,432 t. 
Syrian flag. Classification society International Register of Shipping. Built in 
1969 in Rostock (Germany ex GDR) by Neptun VEB. Owned by Jomarine Shipping & Trading Co 
(Syria). Detained in 2005, 2007 and in 2008 in Novorossiysk (Russia) and in 2007 in Trabzon (Turkey). 
Sold for demolition in India.  
 
Maya (ex-Panda, ex-Onda, ex-Porto, ex-Iva, ex-Kalos, ex-Kalos I, ex-
Mellumersand). OMI 7017430. General cargo. 95 m in length, 1,543 t. 
Mongolian flag. Classification society International Naval Surveys Bureau. 
Built in 1970 in Elsfleth (Germany) By Elsflether. Owned by Mody Shipping Co 
SARL (Lebanon). Detained in 2008 in Koper (Slovenia). Sold for demolition in India. 
 
Mehdi (ex-Lina M). IMO 6506135. General cargo.   86 m in length, 2,699 t. Togo flag. Classification 
society International Naval Surveys Bureau. Built in 1964 in Luehring (Germany) by Petram 
Stahlwasserbau. Owned by Alfamarine Shipping Co Ltd (Syria). Detained in 1998 in  Thessaloniki 
(Greece). Sold for demolition in Turkey.  
 
Mina (ex-Sara 1, ex-Zeinab, ex-Tarek, ex-Bassel, ex-Roy, ex-Aron, ex-Gidara, ex-Aro, 
ex-Ise Maru n°12). IMO 6828181. General cargo.  91 m in length,  1,890 t. Comorian 
flag. Unknown classification society . Built in 1968 in Hashihama (Japan) by 
Kurushima. Owned by Pan Seas Shipping Co (United Arab Emirates). Detained in 
2008 in Bandar Abbas (Iran). Demolition destination unknown. 
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A three month record 
From September 25th to December 31st 2009, 315 vessels have left to be demolished; a total which is 
superior to the number of vessels be demolished in 2006, or in 2007. The rhythm has considerably 
increased, with an average of 22 vessels sent weekly to demolition. The number one destination, 
whether in terms of number of ships or total tonnage, is India with 110 (35%), ahead of China 78 (25%) 
and Bangladesh 58 (18%). Pakistan and Turkey are still present in this booming market. Europe and to a 
lesser extent the United States and Canada have sent to local shipyards auxiliary vessels from their 
Navy, seized vessels such as the Winner or sensitive vessels such as the nuclear waste transporter the 
European Shearwater. The cumulative total of the demolitions will allow the recycling of more than 2.4 
million tons of metal. 
 
 
The flea market  
The Russian nuclear powered icebreaker Sibir, the nuclear waste transporter European Shearwater and 
the only European nuclear powered commercial vessel Madre, ex-Otto Hahn, were all sold in different 
contexts. If Russia should assume the dismantling of the Sibir in Murmansk like they have already done 
with the other (nuclear powered) icebreakers Lenin and Arktika and if the United Kingdom has sent the 
European Shearwater to The Netherlands the ex-Otto Hahn has been transformed into a Greek 
transporter the Madre which was beached in an unscrupulous way in India. We can include in this 
nuclear clearance sale the American passenger ship Platinum II, ex-Oceanic (please see Ship-breaking 
# 12) arriving amidst a hot debate in Alang with the radioactive sources of her smoke detectors and her 
asbestos, PCBs and forged Kiribati papers. The Gujarat Maritime Board has after several months 
authorised the demolishing of the Platinum II after hull damages damaged following grounding on rocky 
banks off Alang. 
 

 
Otto Hahn © Reflets de l’OMI 

 
 
 



___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Ship-breaking.com # 18 - Robin des Bois / January 2010 - 2/41 

 
Europe: when there is a will there is a way 
Among the vessels leaving the waters, 122 (39%) were under a European flag or had owners from the 
European Union or the EFTA (European Free Trade Association), of which 56 (18%) were Greek. 118 
(37%) were built in the European Union and in Norway. Notwithstanding all the arguing about the 
feasibility of carrying out ship-breaking in European countries, it has to be underlined that ship yards in 
the United Kingdom, The Netherlands, Belgium and France, have already been selected to dismantle 
vessels belonging to European States or which were commissioned by them during their period activity.  
Thus The Netherlands seems to be specializing in dismantling nuclear waste transport ships such as 
European Shearwater.  Following Hartlepool and the former Clemenceau the United Kingdom has 
opened a second front in Liverpool where the Grey Rover and the Sir Percivale two former auxiliary 
vessels of the Royal Navy will be dismantled. The Royal Navy has also entrusted the Van Heygen 
shipyard in Ghent Belgium the dismantling of the Brambleleaf. In France the Winner on old carrier seized 
by the French Navy for drug trafficking should finally be demolished in Brest by the end of summer but 
continuous delays have postponed the start of this operation.  
 

China 
China confirms their position in the market.  Since their debut in the 60s their activity has varied it was in 
hibernation or in a period of experimentation in 2005-2007, demolishing less than 10 vessels per year.  
The demolition market has regularly increased throughout 2009.  The shipyards were full and from 
September 25th to December 31st China is positioned just behind the Indian shipyards.  In the future 
China will be a leader in the field.  The Serepca 1 a tanker used by Total as a floating storage dock off 
the coast of Cameroon was demolished in China after the removal of pollutants were carried out by a 
French company (see page 10).   
 

Car ferries: hesitating between continuing activities and ending their life 
Fifteen old ferries and passenger ships have been sent to demolition.  Their average age is 47 years. 
The ship owners extend the life of these vessels beyond reason.  They often swing rapidly from Northern 
countries where they were built towards Southern countries where they end up as shipwrecks.  Recently, 
the cases of the Onyx and the Pentalina B towed to Brest, in a beaten up state once again alerted Robin 
des Bois on the practicalities of the reselling and the vessels’ end of life.  The association has asked 
passenger ships unfit for navigation in Europe not be exported and in the cases of the Onyx and the 
Pentalina B that they be towed back to their country of origin to the cost of the Finnish and Scottish 
owners. They could also be towed towards in a nearby ship breaking yards. 
 
 
The profile of the outgoing ships 
General cargo carriers, 75 vessels (24%), represent the first category sent to be scrapped in terms of 
numbers; they are followed by container ships totalling 60 (19%). In volume, the container ships total 
approximately 700,000 t (28%) they precede tankers which are back into the market totalling 625,000 t 
(26%).  Several VLCC (Very Large Crude Carrier) were sent to be scrapped including the world’s largest 
ship the Knock Nevis.  After exploring options to demolish her in China the Norwegian ship owner has 
preferred the Indian option for financial reasons. 
Sub-standard vessels are fated in priority, but they are not demolished in the countries, notably Europe, 
where they have been detained: 160 vessels (51%) were previously detained in harbours worldwide with 
a rate of 70% for the bulk carriers, general cargo carriers and reefers; 91 (29%) were controlled by a 
Classification Society which does not belong to the International Association of Classification Societies 
(IACS).  The average age of these end-of life ships leaving the waters from September 25th to December 
31st 2009 range between 17 years for the tanker Braveheart and 105 for the Great Lakes cement carrier 
J.B. Ford; the average age is 30, the container carriers and car carriers are 25 years on average. 
Tankers are 27 years, passenger ships 47 years. 125 were less than 150 m in length, 188 measured 
between 150 and 199 m and 72 between 200 and 458. 
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Vessel built in a shipyard of a member state of the European Union or the European Free 
Trade Association (EFTA).  
 

 

Vessel under European or EFTA state flag, or whose owner is European or from an EFTA 
state. 

 
Nuclear powered ship or nuclear material carrier. 

 

 

Vessel controlled by a Classification society, which does not belong to the International 
Association of Classification Societies (IACS) or not controlled.  
 

 
Vessel and crew detained in a port for deficiencies. 

 

 

Single hull tanker banned from transporting heavy fuel in European waters or ship banned 
from European harbours by the EU directive on Port State Control. 
 

 
Vessels leaving for demolition : Ferry (p 3) / Passenger ships (p 5) / Tanker. Focus: Bangladesh, Tankers’ Hell 
(p 5). / Chemical tanker (p 11) / Gas carrier (p 14) / Ore / Bulk / Oil carrier (p 14) / General cargo. Focus : 
Destination Alang, is the Otto Hahn a radioactive waste ?(p 15) / Container ship (p 24) / Bulk carrier (p 30)/ Cement 
carrier (p 34) / Ro-Ro (cargo) (p 35) / Reefer (p 37) / Car carrier (p 38) / Diverse (p 39). 
 
Ferry 
Bozava (ex-Teulada) IMO 6601569. Ferry.  49 m in length, Croatian flag. Unknown 
classification society. Built in 1966 in Castellammare di Stabia (Italy) by 
Navalmeccanica CN. Owned by Jadrolinija (Croatia). Sold for demolition in Turkey.  
 
Da Long (ex-Capo Spartivento, ex-Apulia) IMO 7902740. Ferry. 148 m in length, 8,200 t. 
South Korean flag. Classification society Korean Register of Shipping. Built in 1981 in 
Genoa (Italy) by Italcantieri. Owned by Dae Ryong Maritime Co Ltd (South Korea). 
Demolition destination unknown. 
 
Dalmacija. IMO 6411964. Ferry. 116 m  in length,  3,850 t. Croatian flag. Classification 
society Bureau Veritas. Built in 1965 in Pula (Croatia, ex Yugoslavia) by Uljanik. Owned by 
West Wind Ltd (Croatia).  Detained in 2000 in Leith (United Kingdom), in 2004 in Venice 
(Italy), in 2007 in Kiel (Germany) and in 2009 in Rijeka (Croatia). Sold for demolition in India.  
 
Ero (ex-Aero). IMO 7119563. Ferry.  48 m in length. Croatian flag. Classification 
society Ceskoslovensky Lodin Register. Built in 1931 in Svendborg (Denmark) by 
Svendborg Skibsvaer. Owned by Jadrolinija (Croatia). Sold for demolition in 
Turkey.  
  
Jason (ex-Ioannis M). IMO 7011474. Ferry. 45 m in length. Greek flag. Unknown 
classification society. Built in 1965. Owned by Filia Naftiki (Greece). Sold for 
demolition in India.  
 
Lovrjenac (ex-Norris Castle). IMO 6826951. Ferry. 67 m in length. Croatian flag. 
Unknown classification society. Built in 1968 in Southampton (United Kingdom) by JI 
Thornycroft & Co. Owned by Jadrolinija (Croatia). Sold for demolition in Turkey.  
 
Mercator II (ex-Lucaya, ex-Wappen von Hamburg). IMO 6510887. Ferry. 109 m in 
length. Panamean flag. Unknown classification society. Built in 1965 in Hamburg 
(Germany) by Howaldtswerke. Owned by Mercator Shipping (Germany). Sold as is 
in Germany. Demolition destination unknown.  
 




