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Ships wrecked in the bay of Nouadhibou, Islamic Republic of Mauritania © Jan Smith  

 

Contents 
 
Ship-breaking in Mauritania 1 Bulk carrier 31 
Ship-breaking across the globe 3 Cement carrier 33 
Ferry 5 Heavy carrier 33 
Passager ship 7 Car carrier 33 
Tanker 8 Reefer 35 
Chemical tanker 13 Factory ship 38 
Gas carrier 16 Various 38 
Ore / Bulk / Oil carrier (OBO) 17 Wrecks in Mauritania 39 
General Cargo 18 Letters to the editor 44 
Container ship 26 Sources 44 
Ro-Ro 28   
 
Ship-breaking in Mauritania 
 
It is the largest natural shelter of the Atlantic coast between Tanger and Dakar. For the last hundred 
years, the Nouadhibou bay has been a sanctuary for disabled and abandoned ships. The Méduse was 
also shipwrecked there before Géricault painted The Raft of the Medusa in 1819. Just over 100 wrecks 
are recorded. Some estimates mention up to 400 sunken wrecks.  
Mainland Mauritania is desertic, maritime Mauritania was a natural aquarium overflowing with fish, 
shrimps, cephalopods and whales. Over and over again, the waters under Mauritanian control have 
been exploited in the framework of intergovernmental agreements by France since 1961, Greece since 
1966, Egypt and Spain since 1964, Bulgaria in 1971, Algeria and Russia in 1973, Romania in 1974, 
Poland in 1975, Lybia in 1977, Irak in 1979 and Ivory Coast, Ghana, Morocco, Nigeria, and Senegal. 
Moreover, shipowners from Bermuda, Kuwait, Norway, Panama, Sweden, the former German 
Democratic Republic, the Netherlands, and Japan, have signed protocols with Mauritania. The whole 
world has been fishing there, which explains the diversity of shipyards for vessels now turned irreversibly 
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into wrecks. Among them, two whaling vessels have been mentioned, the Tekane and the Boulenouar. 
Despite extensive research by a friend of “A la casse.com”, an expert in maritime genealogy, it was 
impossible to track down the original owners using the names of the ships at the time of their abandon. 
Yet, according to the international whaling ship registry held by the International Whaling Commission, 
two Russian units, the Skromnyy and the Solidarnyy, built in 1960, ended their career under Mauritian 
flag yet they are larger than the Tekane and the Boulenouar. Another wreck, the Idini, a patrol boat for 
the military of Mauritania was a former Russian whaling vessel.  In 1979, Mauritania conditioned the 
delivery of fishing permits to the founding of joint venture companies financed by foreign partners and 
imposing that a large portion of fishing products be brought ashore in Mauritania. But after a few years, 
the lack of land-based refrigeration and transformation equipment, as well as unfulfilled promises in 
terms of investment, led to the failure of that attempt in reappropriating halieutic resources. Being unfair 
players, Mauritania’s international partners had sent out fishing vessels that were exhausted and 
technically out-of-date. These were left behind, and during the 1980s, the ship graveyard of Nouadhibou 
Bay flourished.  
 
In 2001, the European Union committed itself to clearing this collection of wrecks. This environmental 
resolution was attached to an agreement with the Mauritian government authorizing a 5-year access to 
the Mauritian economic zone for European fleets. In 2006, when time came to renew this agreement, the 
European Union had not yet done anything in that respect, and the commitment was reaffirmed. The 
Fishing Commissioner then underlined the fact that “this new protocol marks a change with the former 
ones and respects the mutual interests of both parties, as well as the environment”.   
In 2008, the Islamic Republic of Mauritania launched a call for « the removal of 57 wrecks from the 
Nouadhibou Bay ». In fact, 58 vessels which are not accessible from the coast line are listed. All the 
wrecks which are accessible by foot and at low tide are excluded from the tender. The tenderers have 
until August 17th to file their proposals. The European Union will pay for this operation. The EU 
representative in Mauritania will act as a delegate for the Nouadhibou Port Authority, which will be the 
project owner. The EU will be de facto in charge of controlling the progress of the operation it finances. 
The problem is that the modalities of waste management and wreck “clearing” are extremely vague. 
They are based on the need to improve “safety” but none of the options are satisfactory and 
environmental protection only comes second. The wrecks may be submerged or regrouped in a 
designated location as near to the shore as possible. The possibility of sinking the wrecks within the 
framework of a European financed project in Africa is unacceptable. This would open the door to other 
“oceanisation” of floating wrecks abandoned for exemple in the ports of Dakar or Abidjan. Pollutants that 
may be technically extracted, and within the limits permitted by the Mauritanian regulations, would be 
stored in containers and left afterwards under the responsibility of the Nouhadibou Port Authority. It is 
distressing to note that the partnership offered by the EU to one of the most deprived African countries is 
so unambitious and recommends negligent and derisory practices that it would not dare to promote in 
Brittany or in the Mediterranean Sea. To leave Mauritania deal with the dangerous waste at the end of 
operations is particularly inelegant.  It is true that the European Union has no longer a strategy for 
demolishing vessels. The new Commission and the new Parliament do not care. Welcome to pirates and 
offshore platforms. The wheel is turning. The sailing route towards Asia for European vessels at the end 
of their life will remain crowded. (See the complete list of wrecks page 40 to 44) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bay of Nouadhibou © Berny Sèbe - Geographical Magazine.  
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Judi Muhieddine (ex-Goldeneye, ex-Luna Verde, ex-Sun Ocean). IMO 8505329. Bulk carrier. 
Length 180 m, 5,769 t. Panamean flag. Classification society Nippon Kaiji Kyokai. Built in 1986 
in Oshima (Japan) by Oshima SB. Owned by Judi Group JKM (Syria). Detained in 1999 in 
Portland, Maine (United States) and in 2009 in Relance (Canada). Sold for demolition to India.  
 
Lilly 4 (ex-Copenhagen Express, ex-Lykes Explorer, ex-Genevieve Lykes, ex-President Arthur,  ex-
Doctor Lykes). IMO 8413277. Container ship. Length 259 m, 17,171 t. Bermudian flag. Classification 

society American Bureau of Shipping. Built in 
1987 in Tamano (Japan) by Mitsui. Owned by 
Anglo-Eastern Ship Management (China). 
Sold for demolition to India. 
 
 
 
 
 
Lilly 4, ex-Copenhagen Express spits out its last cloud of 
black smoke in Alang, India, where she was beached for 
demolition May 14 2010  
© Michael Schindler 
 

LT Loydiana (ex-Nuova Loydiana). IMO 8618437. Container ship. Length 
231 m, Panamean flag. Classification society RINA. Built in 1989 in 
Monfalcone (Italy) by Fincantieri. Owned by Technomar Shipping (Greece). 
Detained in 2006 in Hamborg (Germany). Sold for demolition to China. 400 $ US per 
ton.  
 
MSC Arabia (ex-Good Hope I, ex-Zim Odessa, ex-Heung A Carmen, ex-Lizard ex-
Leeward, ex-Neckar Express, ex-Freienfels, ex-Aristarchos). IMO 7121671. 
Container ship. Length 147 m, 6,699 t. Maltese flag. Classification society Bureau 
Veritas. Built in 1972 in Osaka (Japan) by Mitsui. Owned by Goldenport Shipmanagement Ltd (Greece). 
Detained in 2008 in Constanza (Romania) and in 2010 in Bandar Abbas (Iran). Sold for demolition to 
India.  
 
MSC Mexico (ex-Koeln Express, ex-Koln Atlantic, ex-Koln Express). IMO 
7502930. Container ship. Length 240 m, 16,750 t. Liberian flag. 
Classification society Germanischer Lloyd. Built in 1978 in Lubeck-Siems 
(Germany) by Flender ; jumboized in 1985 and lengthened from 210 to 240 m. Owned by Ciel 
Shipmanagement (Greece). Detained in 2002 in Charleston (United States). Sold for demolition to India.  
440 $ US per ton.  
 
MSC Pilar (ex-Rigena, ex-Argolikos,  ex-Morgane Delmas,  ex-MSC Bogota,  
ex- Argolikos, ex-Nedlloyd Pernambuco, ex-Deppe Texas, ex-Yolande 
Delmas). IMO 8124400. Container ship. Length 190 m, 13,169 t. Panamean 
flag. Classification society Bureau Veritas. Built in 1984 in Saint-Nazaire 
(France) by les Chantiers de l’Atlantique. Owned by MSC – Mediterranean Shipping Company 
(Switzerland). Detained in 1999 in Newport News (United States). Sold for demolition to India. 363 $ US 
per ton  
 
MSC Rhône (ex-Arcadian, ex-Hakuba Maru). IMO 7900699. Container ship. Length 
216 m, 14,580 t. Panamean flag. Classification society Nippon Kaiji Kyokai. Built in 
1979 in Kobe (Japan) by Mitsubishi. Owned by Technomar Shipping Inc (Greece). 
Detained in 2002 in Ningbo (China) and in 2007 in Le Havre (France). Sold for 
demolition to India.  
 
Nessebar (ex-Pavel Mizikevich). IMO 8718108. Container ship. Length 148 m, 
5,782 t. Bulgarian flag. Classification society Lloyd's Register. Built in 1989 in Varna 
(Bulgaria) by Georgi Dimitrov. Owned by Bulgare Navigation (Bulgaria). Unknown 
destination of demolition. 422 $ US per ton.   
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